
RECEIVED IN THE
MAYOR'S OFFICE

/Ol / ZOi\

Pax
Christi
Australia

International
Christian Peace Movement

National President: Father Claude Mostowik MSC
61 +2+9550 3845
0411 450 953

msc]ust@smartchat.net.au

January 14, 2011

Cr. Fiona Byrne
Mayor of MartSckville
PO Box 14
Petersham NSW 2049

Dear Councillor Byrne,

I write to you as President of Pax Christi, Australia, which is part of the International
Christian Movement for Peace, Pax Christi International, with UN observer status, to
applaud the decision of the Marrickville Council in December 2010 to support the global
movement of Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) on goods produced in Israel, cultural
and sporting exchanges with Israeli institutions, withdrawal of funds from institutions and
companies that invest in or do significant business with Israel, and the implementation of
government actions (sanctions) that indicate disapproval of Israeli policies in the illegally
occupied Palestinian territories.

Pax Christi Australia is a movement for peace and the international movement has been
engaged in conflict resolution and peace making in Israel and Palestine for many years. In
applauding the action of the Council we are clear that this action is not meant in any way to
be anti−Jewish. It is an action against a State that continues to deny basic rights to the people
of Palestine.

We are mindful of criticism of your action from a number of quarters but we wish to
encourage you in your actions. Change in our world usually begins with one person and
change and at the local level − as with the actions of a local council particularly when a
federal government is unwilling or unable to stand up for peace with justice and human
rights. We should speak out again injustice wherever it occurs and this is one case in point.
Your predecessor Cr. Sam Iskandar hosted a gathering in 2009 at Marrickville with Dr Peter
Bray of the Bethlehem University who was able to recount for those who have not had the
opportunity to visit Palestine of the day to day restrictions suffered by university students
within their own country.

Pax Christi is a Christian worldwide movement for peace and disarmament.
It regards justice and human rights as central to peacebuilding

and fosters the spiritual dimension of peacemaking.
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Your decision, though it will be severely criticised, and it has already, is very courageous.
We applaud you and would support further actions that involve disinvestment with
weapons manufacturers, businesses that deal with the Burmese government and where
people are trafficked and abused in slave labour. Your actions are an entirely legitimate way
of responding to injustice. Every action for justice by an individual or a small community
sheds a light in our world and also highlights the inaction of people in power. Caring about
people who are suffering injustice and being oppressed anywhere in the world is relevant
and deserving of praise and support.

With sincere thanks,

Yours sincerely

(Father) Claude Mostowik msc
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